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 W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B  @  H T T P : / / C O . L U C A S . O H . U S / E N G I N E E R  

Cooperative efforts between the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority and the Lucas 
County Engineer’s Office, along with the Board of Lucas County Commissioners, have taken 
place over a long period of time on regional transportation projects and Issues. In addition to 
individual projects, the Engineer’s Office collaborates with the Port Authority on certain Eco-
nomic Development efforts.  Some examples are the Dana Research and Technology Center 
in Triad Business Park along with the City of Toledo, the resurfacing of Mescher Drive in co-
operation with Springfield Township, and assistance in the funding application process for 
the environmental clean-up on the Marina Project in East Toledo.  Many of the transporta-
tion efforts between the two agencies are through the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of 
Governments (TMACOG) and involve policy and project financing decisions.  Usually these 
projects are with other political jurisdictions and the Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) in both Lucas and Wood counties. 

 
  Some examples of these projects include: 

• Air Cargo Parkway (US-20A to Maumee-Western) 
• Airport Drainage Outlet Improvements along US-20A, Zaleski Ditch, and Gale Run    

 Ditch 
• Funding assistance for the Tiffin St. Railroad overpass into the Seaport 
• Construction of the Millard Avenue railroad overpass in cooperation with the cities 
 of Oregon and Toledo 
• Preliminary alignment studies for the new Maumee River Crossing in cooperation 
 with the cities of Oregon and Toledo, ODOT, and TMACOG 
• Design and construction of the Salisbury Rd./Dussel Dr. Interchange modification 
 at I-475 with the City of Maumee, the Board of Lucas County Commissioners, and 
 ODOT 
• Preliminary Engineering and Advanced Right-of-Way Acquisition with the Board of 
 Lucas County Commissioners and the cities of Maumee and Toledo for a future 
 access project at US-20A/Illinois Avenue and I-475 
 

 Jim Hartung, President of the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority, is Chairman of the 
TMACOG Transportation Council and Keith Earley, Lucas County Engineer, is Vice Chairman. 
 

A unique program sponsored by the two agencies along with the Board of Lucas 
County Commissioners is the Highway Enterprise Fund.  The purpose of this fund is to pro-
vide financial assistance to Lucas County Townships, Villages and Cities to assist with the 
Jurisdiction’s local share for highway improvements that retain or create employment.  The 
jobs must be manufacturing related and documentation is required for these non-retail jobs.  
The seed money for this program was funds remaining from the local funding portion of the 
Millard Avenue Overpass Project serving the City of Toledo and the City of Oregon.  Initial 
funding started in 1996 and the Lucas County Engineer and the Board of County Commis-
sioners reached the $1 million dollar level in 1999.  The City of Toledo used the program for 
road improvements along Stickney Ave. for the Jeep Plant.  The fund also helped the City of 
Oregon to widen Cedar Point Road for a BP Oil Plant expansion, and a Port Authority loan 
was used to initiate the Tiffin Street Railroad Grade Separation to serve the Seaport. 
  
  

POINTS OF SPECIAL INTEREST: 
 
• Applications for financial assis-

tance from the Ohio Public 
Works Commission are due 
October 12, 2005 

 
 
 
• If you have any ideas for arti-

cles, please contact Scott Bern-
hard @ 419-213-4547. The 
deadline for the next edition is  
September 1 , 2005 

  
 
• Past Newsletter issues available 

on the web @ 
     
    H T T P : / / C O. L U C A S . O H. U S / E N G I N E E R  
 
 
"Without a sense of caring, there 
can be no sense of community." 
-Anthony J. D'Angelo 

Should the project proceed, the next steps in the ODOT process would be starting de-
tailed design plans, performing environmental investigations, and preparing the environmental 
documents.  At least one additional public meeting will be held once detailed design plans are 
essentially complete and before the purchase of any right-of-way commences.  During this period 
of time, project updates will be furnished to people on the mailing list, which will include all land-
owners within the project limits.  The project will also be added to the Engineer’s website at 
http://co.lucas.oh.us/engineer. 
 The project costs are estimated at $5.8 million for both phases with approximately 
$4.255 million of Federal Funding.  The City of Sylvania will furnish approximately 25% of the 
local match funding and the Engineer’s Office will furnish the remaining 75%. About 75 people 
attended the meeting and several phone calls and letters were received afterwards.  A decision 
is expected in the fall of this year on proceeding with the project.  For further information or 
questions, contact Jeff Lohse, Chief Design Engineer at 419-213-4558. 
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 A copy of the Highway Enterprise Fund criteria, guidelines and application form can be obtained by contacting John 
Crandall at (419) 213-4543 at the Engineer’s Office.  While the Program is basically a loan, in certain cases, grant funds may 
be available for a portion of the financial assistance.  The Highway Enterprise Fund has an approximate balance of 
$970,000.00, and there are some potential projects under discussion. 
  
Members of the review team, in addition to Mr. Crandall, are Waymon Usher, Lucas County Director of Economic Develop-
ment, and Rob Greenlese, Director of Surface Transportation for the Port Authority.  Mr. Greenlese will be retiring at the end 
of June of this year from the Port Authority and the Engineer’s Office wishes continued happiness to Rob and his wife, Penny. 

Cont. on Pg. 6 

Cont. from Pg. 1 

Working Together with the Port Authority 

Working Together with the Port Authority 

SYLVANIA AVENUE PUBLIC MEETING HELD Keith Earley (top) and John Crandall  (bottom)   
address questions  from the audience 

Cont. from Pg. 5 
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Winter Season 
 Thank goodness last winter is over with and its re-
cord high of about 56 inches of snow.  The Department used 
nearly 10,000 tons of salt on the County Road and Bridge 
System and jointly co-operated with other Public Agencies for 
an additional 2,000 tons.  The department has approximately 
2,500 tons remaining and anticipates purchasing 15,000 tons 
for next season.  Here is a cost comparison for the last two (2) 
years: 

The Fleet Staff has started constructing a salt sling- 
ing system so that the Department can better utilize the stor-
age dome at the Maumee Garage.  This will reduce storage and 
covering costs at the docks.  The Department now uses 3 salt 
brine trucks (2 single axle and 1 tandem) to pre-treat bridge 
decks and pavements.  The 2004 cost of the anti-icing program 
was $14,371 of the $532,273 total snow and ice removal 
cost. 

Summer Season 
The Department has completed the cleanup of sev-

eral drainage construction projects built late last year and 
during the winter.   In spite of the amount of snowfall, the 
Spring Roadway Inspection revealed that less work was re-
quired than in the past, which is a good thing.  The follow up 
“Claw” operation completed 10 centerline miles of berm/
shoulder reclamation.  There continues to be a number of 
shoulder and berm projects, which total over 20 miles.  One 
crew is working on various locations, but completion might be 
difficult this year when the fall follow-up list of construction 
work is added. 

New drainage work has been light so far this year 
and it looks like some County projects delayed for Township 
work last year, will get built.  With the help of the Toledo Area 
Sanitary District mosquito control, we have no backlog for ditch 
cleaning, which is the first time that has ever happened.  The 
mowing operation started in the second week of May.  The 
Traffic Section has started a second season of replacing a 
large number of signs using federal funds, along with a second 
season for the new Hot Tape Program.  The Long Line Paint 
Crew got a great start and that is a big help.  Also completed 
were the Shoreland Road curb repairs.  Work ahead for the 
summer season is about 10-12 weeks of paving (the shoulder/
berm crew will move on this next), the hot paint and hand paint 
list, and the dock removal with other adjustments for the Carew 
Lane widening at the garage by the City of Maumee. 

SYLVANIA AVENUE PUBLIC MEETING HELD 

MARK DRENNEN OHIO PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION AND LUCAS COUNTY (DISTRICT 12) 
 The Ohio Public Works Commis-

sion was created to assist in financing local 

public infrastructure improvements under 

the State Capital Improvements Program 

(SCIP) and the Local Transportation Im-

provements Program (LTIP).  These pro-

grams provide financial assistance to local 

communities for the improvement of their 

basic infrastructure systems.  Through the 

two programs, the Commission provides 

grants, loans, and financing for local debt 

support and credit enhancement.  Eligible 

projects include improvements to roads, 

bridges, culverts, water supply systems, 

wastewater systems, storm water collection 

systems, and solid waste disposal facilities. 

 The State Capital Improvements 

Program was created in 1987, by an 

amendment to the Ohio Constitution, which 

allows the State to use its general revenues 

as debt support and issue up to $120 mil-

lion in bonds each year.  With the renewal 

of State Issue 2 in November of 1995, the 

second ten-year program started in 1997 

and the last year of SCIP will be in 2006 

unless the program is renewed again by the 

voters. 

 The Local Transportation Improve-

ments Program was created by the legisla-

ture in 1988 and provides an additional 

$60 million in gasoline tax receipts each 

year.  To apply for State Capital Improve-

ments Program funds or Local Transporta-

tion Improvements funds the subdivision 

must apply to its District Public Works Inte-

grating Committee (DPWIC).  The Ohio Gen-

eral Assembly created 19 Public Works 

Districts that are responsible for recom-

mending projects to the Ohio Public Works 

Commission.  DPWICs consist of local offi-

cials representing all levels of government.  

Each DPWIC evaluates and scores applica-

tions using a locally developed methodol-

ogy based on criteria listed in Chapter 164 

of the Ohio Revised Code.   

 The office of the Lucas County 

Engineer was one of the driving forces in 

organizing District 12 (Lucas County) and 

its relationship to The Ohio Public Works 

Commission (OPWC).  This organizing effort 

began in January 1988 when the legislation 

was still being drafted for the OPWC and 

how the financial assistance to local juris-

dictions for infrastructure improvements 

was going to work.  The County Engineer 

was made Chairman of the D.I.C. on July 

20, 1988.  All 22 jurisdictions in Lucas 

County unanimously agreed that the County 

Engineer’s Office should be the administra-

tive Agency for District 12. 

 The D.I.C. has approved funding 

for projects through 2006 which is the last 

year of the second ten-year program.  The 

following tables have been compiled by the 

Engineer’s Administrative staff which illus-

trate the financial impact OPWC has had on 

Lucas County over twenty years, which juris-

dictions have received funding, and what 

types of infrastructure have been improved: 

INFRASTRUCTURE TYPE O.P.W.C. FUNDING 
Road Improvements (351 miles) $97,594,013 

Intersection Improvements (28) Funds included with Roads 

Bridge/Culvert Replacement or Repair (64) $16,880,974 

Storm Sewer or Drainage Improvements (25 miles) $12,167,142 

Storm Sewer Pump Station (4) Funds included with Storm Sewers 

Water Line Replacement or Expansion (17 miles) $15,134,407 

Water Line Pump Station (4) Funds included with Water lines 

New Water Tower or Repair (5) Funds included with Water lines 

Water Treatment Expansion or Repair (1) Funds included with Water lines 

Sanitary Sewer Replacement or Repair (66 miles) $17,121,607 

Sanitary Sewer Pump Station/Regulators (48) Funds included with Sanitary Sewers 

Waste Water Treatment Plant Expansion/Repair (3) $12,208,836 

       Total:                 $171,106,979 

20 YEARS OF O.P.W.C. FUNDING (1989-2006) 

Cont. on Pg. 3 

 2003 2004 

Plow/Salt (Labor Hrs.) 8310 7093 
Restock (Labor Hrs.) 2880 2102 
Mail Box Repair Cost $35,918  $30,137  
Salt Used (Tons) 7000 10000 
Total Cost $625,890  $532,273  

ROAD MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 

About every 10 to 15 years, the Lucas County Engineer’s Office constructs a major multi-lane project with Federal 
Funding.  The size of these projects usually requires substantial time, effort, study, and often involve phased construction.  In 
the early stages of planning, partnerships with other agencies are sought 

 
The widening of Sylvania Avenue between McCord Road and Holland-Sylvania Road is an example of such a major 

project.  Started in 1997, the consulting firm of Dansard, Grohnke & Long along with the Engineer’s Staff is currently complet-
ing preliminary work on the following items of work: 
 •Develop purpose and need for project 
 •Determine project scope, schedule, and budget 
 •Identify preliminary environmental issues 
 •Perform field survey and conceptual design 
 •Certification of traffic projections                                                                                    
 •Identify public involvement and residential/commercial relocation issues                                            
 •Determine existing utilities and utility relocation issues                                                                           
 

The preliminary work performed at this time does not include any detailed plans, but the Lucas County Engineer’s Office did pre-
sent a conceptual design for (4 lanes) at a Public Information Meeting at the Nederhouser Community Building in Olander Park on May 31, 
2005.  The project is proposed to be built in two phases and the City of Sylvania will partner with the Engineer for the second phase.  Keith 
Earley, Lucas County Engineer, explained that the Engineer’s Office considered conceptual alternatives for three, four and five lane sections 
with new turn lanes at the major intersections with McCord Rd. and Holland-Sylvania Rd.   The Engineer’s policy on right-of-way acquisition 
was also presented at the meeting, even though the right-of-way process is several years away.  The project is proposed to be built in two 
phases: 

1) East section between Oak Park Drive/Lancelot Road and Holland-Sylvania Road (probable time for construc-       
      tion would be in 2009); 

 2) Balance of the project between McCord Road and Oak Park Drive/Lancelot Road (probable time for construction would  
     be in 2012). 
 
The existing average vehicles per day (vpd) near the center of the project is just over 16,000 vpd (TMACOG 2001) and the Ohio 

Department of Transportation (ODOT) has certified design traffic of just over 30,000 vpd in 2028. Anticipated design features of the pre-
ferred concept are as follows: 

•Use a 4 lane section with additional turn lanes at the intersections of McCord Road,  
   Stonehenge Drive and Holland-Sylvania Road 

 •Keep the existing directional bike lanes 
 •Construct a two-way sidewalk (6 ft. wide) on the north side of Sylvania Avenue 

•Keep a center two-way left turn lane between Sylvan Wood Drive and Stonehenge Drive 
•No disturbance of Shadow Lake 

 
 

JOHN CRANDALL 

County Commissioner Pete Gerken reviews the  
aerial plan as Jeff Lohse assists a property owner Cont. on Pg. 6 
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  DISTRICT FUNDS SMALL GOVERNMENT     

JURISDICTION 1ST 10 YEARS 2ND 10 YEARS 1ST 10 YRS. 2ND 10 YRS. TOTAL % 

Toledo $ 26,585,809 $ 38,326,496     $ 64,912,305 37.94 

Lucas County $ 22,114,792 $ 28,258,115     $ 50,372,907 29.44 

Oregon $ 7,356,020 $ 6,824,029     $ 14,180,049 8.29 

Maumee $ 2,805,825 $ 3,144,710     $ 5,950,535 3.48 

Sylvania $ 2,185,000 $ 3,514,000     $ 5,699,000 3.33 

Whitehouse $ 2,849,882 $ 1,050,666 $ 497,324 $ 578,360 $ 4,976,232 2.91 

Sylvania Twp. $ 2,158,000 $ 1,915,000     $ 4,073,000 2.38 

Waterville $ 1,122,472 $ 1,040,500 $ 637,900 $ 735,446 $ 3,536,318 2.07 

Springfield 
Twp. 

$ 1,513,000 $ 1,420,231     $ 2,933,231 1.71 

Ottawa Hills $ 501,200 $ 1,532,655 $ 103,938 $ 187,399 $ 2,325,192 1.36 

Providence 
Twp. 

  $ 540,500 $ 742,000 $ 946,500 $ 2,229,000 1.30 

Holland $ 137,500 $ 351,865 $ 345,620 $ 1,162,870 $ 1,997,855 1.17 

Washington 
Twp. 

$ 665,000   $ 131,250 $ 746,000 $ 1,542,250 0.90 

Harding Twp. $ 445,500   $ 537,600 $ 166,000 $ 1,149,100 0.67 

Monclova 
Twp. 

$ 162,000 $ 443,500 $ 430,000 $ 107,800 $ 1,143,300 0.67 

Richfield 
Twp. 

  $ 300,000 $ 811,500   $ 1,111,500 0.65 

Swanton 
Twp. 

$ 505,000 $ 37,000   $ 488,500 $ 1,030,500 0.60 

Spencer Twp. $ 400,000 $ 186,000 $ 144,365   $ 730,365 0.43 

Berkey $ 190,000     $ 235,000 $  425,000 0.25 

Jerusalem 
Twp. 

    $ 304,000   $ 304,000 0.18 

Waterville 
Twp. 

$ 50,000 $ 249,200     $ 299,200 0.17 

Harbor View   $ 186,200     $ 186,200 0.11 

Totals $ 71,747,000 $ 89,320,667 $ 4,685,497 $ 5,353,815 $ 171,106,979 100.00 

MARK DRENNEN OHIO PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION AND LUCAS COUNTY (DISTRICT 12) 
Cont. from Pg. 2 

 OPWC as approved by voters as State Issue 2 in 1987 and renewed for a second ten years in 1995 has 
been a huge success.  This program has provided funding for a large percentage of the local government capital 
improvements constructed. On average  Lucas County political subdivisions receive a total of $8.5 Million per year. 
All political subdivisions in Lucas County have benefited from this program.  When you look at all of the improve-
ments that have been done with these funds and try to imagine the condition our infrastructure would be in with-
out this funding, you can see the importance of this program.  Public officials, who know the importance of this 
funding, need to let the public know how much has been done.  The amount of red tape has been kept to a mini-
mum and the administrative costs are very low. Mark Drennen, the Lucas County Engineer’s Administrative Deputy 
administers the District 12 (Lucas County) program with assistance from the County Engineer’s staff.   For Lucas 
County, 384 projects have been approved with over $171 Million in OPWC funding and the administrative costs 
have been less than 1% - only (0.38%).  Much has been done, but much more is needed. For this program to con-
tinue without interruption it needs to be approved by voters this November or the following primary election. State 
Issue 2 is a great program and needs to be renewed.  

ENGINEER’S MESSAGE ON OPWC 
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     La’Torian Simms has been working 
for the Lucas County Engineer since 
2003 and is currently a CADD Operator 
in the Design Department.  Tori has a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in com-
puter-aided design from Eastern Michi-
gan University and is currently working 
on a Degree in Civil Engineering Tech-
nology from Owens Community College. 

      Her ever smiling face and happy 
demeanor belie the fact that she has a 
Black Belt in Karate.  She was also an instructor in this Oki-
nawan form of Martial Arts and plans to return to instructing 
after her schooling is finished.  She enjoys cooking, Salmon 
and pasta dishes are her favorite, and watching movies. 

      Tori’s favorite charity is Big Brothers/Big Sisters and she 
hopes to have children one day.  She says the secret to life is 
to “welcome and expect change because it allows growth in 
life”.  

EMPLOYEE  PROFILE 

 

       After several months of bargaining, the Lucas County 
Engineer’s Office reached an agreement with AFSCME Lo-
cal #267 on a three (3) year labor agreement covering the 
approximately 40 bargaining unit employees at the Road 
Maintenance Garage.  The agreement calls for wage in-
creases of 2.5% in 2005; 2.5% in 2006; and 2.25% in 
2007 and has been approved by the County Commission-
ers. 
     The Management Team consisted of Bob Myers, Jim 
Hall, Ryan Belinske, and Jim Fox.  The Union Team con-
sisted of Ed Schutte, Roger Ruhlman, Jeff Harrison, Troy 
Walborn, and Bill Fogle. Negotiations gave each side an 
opportunity to present their positions on the issues and in 
the end, both teams collectively felt they had reached a 
fair agreement.  The agreement provides for fair wages 
and benefits for the workers, while continuing effective 
service delivery to the taxpayers of the community. 
 

 

La’ Torian Simms 

CADD Operator 

Pictured from left to right — Joe Shultz, Kelly Forgette, Walt Harris, 
Scott Bernhard, Paul Elinger, Mike Sadowski and Denny Pritscher 

AGREEMENT REACHED 

       RETIREMENTS 
 

Barb Mahoney, Account Specialist I 
 
Mike Sadowski, Tax Map Supervisor 

 
Paul Elinger, Road Maintenance Superintendent 
 
Dave Durfey, Equipment Operator III 
 
Lebron “Brownie” Webb, Equipment Operator IV 
 
 

PROMOTIONS 
 

Kara Dever, from Student Intern to Clerk Specialist 
 
Joe Shultz, from Assistant Cadastral Map Specialist to 
Tax Map Supervisor 
 
Kyle Warner, from Student Intern to Traffic Technician 
 
 

RETIREMENT PARTIES 

Pictured — 

Paul Elinger’s  

Office 

Pictured from left to 
right— Keith Earley, 
Missy Dixon,  

Barb Mahoney and 
Mark Drennen 

CAPTION CONTEST 
       Can you think of a funny caption for 
this picture (left) ? We will print the best 
ones along with the Author in the next 
edition. Please send your responses to 
Scott at 419-213-4547 or 
sbernh@co.lucas.oh.us. 

The winner of last edition's caption contest - 
"Do these stripes make me look flat?" from 
Guy Proctor of the Kuhlman Corporation.  
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nearly 10,000 tons of salt on the County Road and Bridge 
System and jointly co-operated with other Public Agencies for 
an additional 2,000 tons.  The department has approximately 
2,500 tons remaining and anticipates purchasing 15,000 tons 
for next season.  Here is a cost comparison for the last two (2) 
years: 

The Fleet Staff has started constructing a salt sling- 
ing system so that the Department can better utilize the stor-
age dome at the Maumee Garage.  This will reduce storage and 
covering costs at the docks.  The Department now uses 3 salt 
brine trucks (2 single axle and 1 tandem) to pre-treat bridge 
decks and pavements.  The 2004 cost of the anti-icing program 
was $14,371 of the $532,273 total snow and ice removal 
cost. 

Summer Season 
The Department has completed the cleanup of sev-

eral drainage construction projects built late last year and 
during the winter.   In spite of the amount of snowfall, the 
Spring Roadway Inspection revealed that less work was re-
quired than in the past, which is a good thing.  The follow up 
“Claw” operation completed 10 centerline miles of berm/
shoulder reclamation.  There continues to be a number of 
shoulder and berm projects, which total over 20 miles.  One 
crew is working on various locations, but completion might be 
difficult this year when the fall follow-up list of construction 
work is added. 

New drainage work has been light so far this year 
and it looks like some County projects delayed for Township 
work last year, will get built.  With the help of the Toledo Area 
Sanitary District mosquito control, we have no backlog for ditch 
cleaning, which is the first time that has ever happened.  The 
mowing operation started in the second week of May.  The 
Traffic Section has started a second season of replacing a 
large number of signs using federal funds, along with a second 
season for the new Hot Tape Program.  The Long Line Paint 
Crew got a great start and that is a big help.  Also completed 
were the Shoreland Road curb repairs.  Work ahead for the 
summer season is about 10-12 weeks of paving (the shoulder/
berm crew will move on this next), the hot paint and hand paint 
list, and the dock removal with other adjustments for the Carew 
Lane widening at the garage by the City of Maumee. 

SYLVANIA AVENUE PUBLIC MEETING HELD 

MARK DRENNEN OHIO PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION AND LUCAS COUNTY (DISTRICT 12) 
 The Ohio Public Works Commis-

sion was created to assist in financing local 

public infrastructure improvements under 

the State Capital Improvements Program 

(SCIP) and the Local Transportation Im-

provements Program (LTIP).  These pro-

grams provide financial assistance to local 

communities for the improvement of their 

basic infrastructure systems.  Through the 

two programs, the Commission provides 

grants, loans, and financing for local debt 

support and credit enhancement.  Eligible 

projects include improvements to roads, 

bridges, culverts, water supply systems, 

wastewater systems, storm water collection 

systems, and solid waste disposal facilities. 

 The State Capital Improvements 

Program was created in 1987, by an 

amendment to the Ohio Constitution, which 

allows the State to use its general revenues 

as debt support and issue up to $120 mil-

lion in bonds each year.  With the renewal 

of State Issue 2 in November of 1995, the 

second ten-year program started in 1997 

and the last year of SCIP will be in 2006 

unless the program is renewed again by the 

voters. 

 The Local Transportation Improve-

ments Program was created by the legisla-

ture in 1988 and provides an additional 

$60 million in gasoline tax receipts each 

year.  To apply for State Capital Improve-

ments Program funds or Local Transporta-

tion Improvements funds the subdivision 

must apply to its District Public Works Inte-

grating Committee (DPWIC).  The Ohio Gen-

eral Assembly created 19 Public Works 

Districts that are responsible for recom-

mending projects to the Ohio Public Works 

Commission.  DPWICs consist of local offi-

cials representing all levels of government.  

Each DPWIC evaluates and scores applica-

tions using a locally developed methodol-

ogy based on criteria listed in Chapter 164 

of the Ohio Revised Code.   

 The office of the Lucas County 

Engineer was one of the driving forces in 

organizing District 12 (Lucas County) and 

its relationship to The Ohio Public Works 

Commission (OPWC).  This organizing effort 

began in January 1988 when the legislation 

was still being drafted for the OPWC and 

how the financial assistance to local juris-

dictions for infrastructure improvements 

was going to work.  The County Engineer 

was made Chairman of the D.I.C. on July 

20, 1988.  All 22 jurisdictions in Lucas 

County unanimously agreed that the County 

Engineer’s Office should be the administra-

tive Agency for District 12. 

 The D.I.C. has approved funding 

for projects through 2006 which is the last 

year of the second ten-year program.  The 

following tables have been compiled by the 

Engineer’s Administrative staff which illus-

trate the financial impact OPWC has had on 

Lucas County over twenty years, which juris-

dictions have received funding, and what 

types of infrastructure have been improved: 

INFRASTRUCTURE TYPE O.P.W.C. FUNDING 
Road Improvements (351 miles) $97,594,013 

Intersection Improvements (28) Funds included with Roads 

Bridge/Culvert Replacement or Repair (64) $16,880,974 

Storm Sewer or Drainage Improvements (25 miles) $12,167,142 

Storm Sewer Pump Station (4) Funds included with Storm Sewers 

Water Line Replacement or Expansion (17 miles) $15,134,407 

Water Line Pump Station (4) Funds included with Water lines 

New Water Tower or Repair (5) Funds included with Water lines 

Water Treatment Expansion or Repair (1) Funds included with Water lines 

Sanitary Sewer Replacement or Repair (66 miles) $17,121,607 

Sanitary Sewer Pump Station/Regulators (48) Funds included with Sanitary Sewers 

Waste Water Treatment Plant Expansion/Repair (3) $12,208,836 

       Total:                 $171,106,979 

20 YEARS OF O.P.W.C. FUNDING (1989-2006) 

Cont. on Pg. 3 

 2003 2004 

Plow/Salt (Labor Hrs.) 8310 7093 
Restock (Labor Hrs.) 2880 2102 
Mail Box Repair Cost $35,918  $30,137  
Salt Used (Tons) 7000 10000 
Total Cost $625,890  $532,273  

ROAD MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 

About every 10 to 15 years, the Lucas County Engineer’s Office constructs a major multi-lane project with Federal 
Funding.  The size of these projects usually requires substantial time, effort, study, and often involve phased construction.  In 
the early stages of planning, partnerships with other agencies are sought 

 
The widening of Sylvania Avenue between McCord Road and Holland-Sylvania Road is an example of such a major 

project.  Started in 1997, the consulting firm of Dansard, Grohnke & Long along with the Engineer’s Staff is currently complet-
ing preliminary work on the following items of work: 
 •Develop purpose and need for project 
 •Determine project scope, schedule, and budget 
 •Identify preliminary environmental issues 
 •Perform field survey and conceptual design 
 •Certification of traffic projections                                                                                    
 •Identify public involvement and residential/commercial relocation issues                                            
 •Determine existing utilities and utility relocation issues                                                                           
 

The preliminary work performed at this time does not include any detailed plans, but the Lucas County Engineer’s Office did pre-
sent a conceptual design for (4 lanes) at a Public Information Meeting at the Nederhouser Community Building in Olander Park on May 31, 
2005.  The project is proposed to be built in two phases and the City of Sylvania will partner with the Engineer for the second phase.  Keith 
Earley, Lucas County Engineer, explained that the Engineer’s Office considered conceptual alternatives for three, four and five lane sections 
with new turn lanes at the major intersections with McCord Rd. and Holland-Sylvania Rd.   The Engineer’s policy on right-of-way acquisition 
was also presented at the meeting, even though the right-of-way process is several years away.  The project is proposed to be built in two 
phases: 

1) East section between Oak Park Drive/Lancelot Road and Holland-Sylvania Road (probable time for construc-       
      tion would be in 2009); 

 2) Balance of the project between McCord Road and Oak Park Drive/Lancelot Road (probable time for construction would  
     be in 2012). 
 
The existing average vehicles per day (vpd) near the center of the project is just over 16,000 vpd (TMACOG 2001) and the Ohio 

Department of Transportation (ODOT) has certified design traffic of just over 30,000 vpd in 2028. Anticipated design features of the pre-
ferred concept are as follows: 

•Use a 4 lane section with additional turn lanes at the intersections of McCord Road,  
   Stonehenge Drive and Holland-Sylvania Road 

 •Keep the existing directional bike lanes 
 •Construct a two-way sidewalk (6 ft. wide) on the north side of Sylvania Avenue 

•Keep a center two-way left turn lane between Sylvan Wood Drive and Stonehenge Drive 
•No disturbance of Shadow Lake 

 
 

JOHN CRANDALL 

County Commissioner Pete Gerken reviews the  
aerial plan as Jeff Lohse assists a property owner Cont. on Pg. 6 
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 W E ’ R E  O N  T H E  W E B  @  H T T P : / / C O . L U C A S . O H . U S / E N G I N E E R  

Cooperative efforts between the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority and the Lucas 
County Engineer’s Office, along with the Board of Lucas County Commissioners, have taken 
place over a long period of time on regional transportation projects and Issues. In addition to 
individual projects, the Engineer’s Office collaborates with the Port Authority on certain Eco-
nomic Development efforts.  Some examples are the Dana Research and Technology Center 
in Triad Business Park along with the City of Toledo, the resurfacing of Mescher Drive in co-
operation with Springfield Township, and assistance in the funding application process for 
the environmental clean-up on the Marina Project in East Toledo.  Many of the transporta-
tion efforts between the two agencies are through the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of 
Governments (TMACOG) and involve policy and project financing decisions.  Usually these 
projects are with other political jurisdictions and the Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) in both Lucas and Wood counties. 

 
  Some examples of these projects include: 

• Air Cargo Parkway (US-20A to Maumee-Western) 
• Airport Drainage Outlet Improvements along US-20A, Zaleski Ditch, and Gale Run    

 Ditch 
• Funding assistance for the Tiffin St. Railroad overpass into the Seaport 
• Construction of the Millard Avenue railroad overpass in cooperation with the cities 
 of Oregon and Toledo 
• Preliminary alignment studies for the new Maumee River Crossing in cooperation 
 with the cities of Oregon and Toledo, ODOT, and TMACOG 
• Design and construction of the Salisbury Rd./Dussel Dr. Interchange modification 
 at I-475 with the City of Maumee, the Board of Lucas County Commissioners, and 
 ODOT 
• Preliminary Engineering and Advanced Right-of-Way Acquisition with the Board of 
 Lucas County Commissioners and the cities of Maumee and Toledo for a future 
 access project at US-20A/Illinois Avenue and I-475 
 

 Jim Hartung, President of the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority, is Chairman of the 
TMACOG Transportation Council and Keith Earley, Lucas County Engineer, is Vice Chairman. 
 

A unique program sponsored by the two agencies along with the Board of Lucas 
County Commissioners is the Highway Enterprise Fund.  The purpose of this fund is to pro-
vide financial assistance to Lucas County Townships, Villages and Cities to assist with the 
Jurisdiction’s local share for highway improvements that retain or create employment.  The 
jobs must be manufacturing related and documentation is required for these non-retail jobs.  
The seed money for this program was funds remaining from the local funding portion of the 
Millard Avenue Overpass Project serving the City of Toledo and the City of Oregon.  Initial 
funding started in 1996 and the Lucas County Engineer and the Board of County Commis-
sioners reached the $1 million dollar level in 1999.  The City of Toledo used the program for 
road improvements along Stickney Ave. for the Jeep Plant.  The fund also helped the City of 
Oregon to widen Cedar Point Road for a BP Oil Plant expansion, and a Port Authority loan 
was used to initiate the Tiffin Street Railroad Grade Separation to serve the Seaport. 
  
  

POINTS OF SPECIAL INTEREST: 
 
• Applications for financial assis-

tance from the Ohio Public 
Works Commission are due 
October 12, 2005 

 
 
 
• If you have any ideas for arti-

cles, please contact Scott Bern-
hard @ 419-213-4547. The 
deadline for the next edition is  
September 1 , 2005 

  
 
• Past Newsletter issues available 

on the web @ 
     
    H T T P : / / C O. L U C A S . O H. U S / E N G I N E E R  
 
 
"Without a sense of caring, there 
can be no sense of community." 
-Anthony J. D'Angelo 

Should the project proceed, the next steps in the ODOT process would be starting de-
tailed design plans, performing environmental investigations, and preparing the environmental 
documents.  At least one additional public meeting will be held once detailed design plans are 
essentially complete and before the purchase of any right-of-way commences.  During this period 
of time, project updates will be furnished to people on the mailing list, which will include all land-
owners within the project limits.  The project will also be added to the Engineer’s website at 
http://co.lucas.oh.us/engineer. 
 The project costs are estimated at $5.8 million for both phases with approximately 
$4.255 million of Federal Funding.  The City of Sylvania will furnish approximately 25% of the 
local match funding and the Engineer’s Office will furnish the remaining 75%. About 75 people 
attended the meeting and several phone calls and letters were received afterwards.  A decision 
is expected in the fall of this year on proceeding with the project.  For further information or 
questions, contact Jeff Lohse, Chief Design Engineer at 419-213-4558. 
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 A copy of the Highway Enterprise Fund criteria, guidelines and application form can be obtained by contacting John 
Crandall at (419) 213-4543 at the Engineer’s Office.  While the Program is basically a loan, in certain cases, grant funds may 
be available for a portion of the financial assistance.  The Highway Enterprise Fund has an approximate balance of 
$970,000.00, and there are some potential projects under discussion. 
  
Members of the review team, in addition to Mr. Crandall, are Waymon Usher, Lucas County Director of Economic Develop-
ment, and Rob Greenlese, Director of Surface Transportation for the Port Authority.  Mr. Greenlese will be retiring at the end 
of June of this year from the Port Authority and the Engineer’s Office wishes continued happiness to Rob and his wife, Penny. 
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Working Together with the Port Authority 

Working Together with the Port Authority 

SYLVANIA AVENUE PUBLIC MEETING HELD Keith Earley (top) and John Crandall  (bottom)   
address questions  from the audience 
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